
 

Homelessness. Generational Gaps. 
Cultural preservation. Poetry in 
response to youth violence. These 
topics are on the minds of Asian 
Pacific Islander American (APIA) 
youth and the subject of exhibit 
proposals being developed by four 
Seattle high school students who 
won the 2007 YouthCAN High 
School Exhibits Contest.  
 
Last fall, YouthCAN sponsored an 
Exhibits Contest designed to elicit 
proposals that speak to the ex-
periences of APIA youth in our 
community. To ensure substantive 
proposals were submitted, Youth-
CAN program staff conducted pro-
posal workshops at local high 
schools and nearby community-
based youth programs including 
Chief Sealth High School and the 
WILD Program at the International 
District Housing Alliance. From a 
pool of highly compelling entries, 
four YouthCAN Fellows and their 
proposals were selected based on 
their youth relevance, creative 
promise and leadership potential.  
 
Each Fellow brings a unique point 
of view about what it means to be 
a young, creative leader within 
our community. They come from 
Cleveland, Ingraham and Garfield 
High Schools and are involved in a 
host of community service activi-

ties that range from on-campus 
community building to neighbor-
hood environmental justice. The 
common thread binding them 
together throughout this process 
is their passion to help the  
community. 
 
Currently, the YouthCAN Fellows 
are hard at work further develop-
ing their ideas into a sophisticated 
exhibit proposal in the tradition of 
WLAM’s community-based exhibi-
tion model. Besides the paid Fel-

lowship, the Fellows participate in 
weekly workshops to enhance 
their research and leadership skills 
and develop working relationships 
with WLAM staff. They have been 
required to conduct interviews 
with other APIA youth to ensure 
their work is rooted in the commu 
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The Experience offers a fun and safe 
space to explore individual ideas and 
identity, exercise creative talents, and 
develop community leadership skills 
while learning how to design and build a 
real exhibit! Fields trips, opportunities to 
create original art and community service 
throughout the sessions will give partici-
pating youth new insights into how to be 
both an artist and a leader within our 
dynamic community! Participating youth 
will: 
 
> Make New friends 
> Design & Build an Exhibit 
> Earn Service Learning Hours 
> Contribute to our Community in 
   Creative Ways 
 
SESSION 1: Developing Exhibits  
Interviewing, Gathering Art & Artifacts, & 
Storytelling  
June 30 – July 24  |  2-5pm MON – THUR  
 
SESSION 2: Designing Exhibits 
Editing, Designing & Building Displays, 
Creating Graphics 
July 28 – Aug 21  |  2-5pm MON – THUR 
 
Interested? Contact Joshua Heim: 
jheim@wingluke.org | (206) 623-5124 x 115 
 

Learn more about the program and how 
to apply by visiting our website:  

http://www.wingluke.org/youthcan/
summer.html 

What are you doing 
 

The Wing Luke Asian Museum is accepting 
applications from youth ages 15-19 who 
want to participate in the YouthCAN 
Summer Cultural Arts Experience!  
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THIS SUMMER? 

Photo courtesy of Michael L. 

Selection from photo essay, “Achieving Excellence.” 

YouthCAN Fellows begin their work at the Museum 

by documenting their community and exhibit topic  

http://www.wingluke.org/youthcan/summer.html
http://www.wingluke.org/youthcan/summer.html


YouthCAN is a community-based leader-
ship program for Asian Pacific American 
youth (ages 15-19) that works to  
connect youth with and take pride in 
their heritage. Through our High School 
Exhibits Contest, Summer Cultural Arts 
Experience and Ambassador Program, 
APA youth learn how to use advocacy, 
arts, and cultural programming to take 
action on issues that affect the APA 
community. 

The Wing Luke Asian Museum engages 
Asian Pacific Americans (APA) and the 
public in exploring issues related to APA 
art, history and culture through  
exhibitions, outreach, research and  
publications. 
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-nity and meet the current needs 
of their APIA youth audience. 
 
At the end of the program, the 
Fellows will have an opportunity 
to exercise their leadership skills 
by selecting among their propos-
als one project to be fully devel-
oped this summer. Through the 
YouthCAN Summer Cultural Arts 
Experience, a new group of youth 
will be charged with taking the 
chosen proposal and do what we 
do here at the Museum: develop, 
design and build a community-
based exhibition. 
 
THE PROPOSALS 
 
Michael, Sophomore 
Title: Achieving Excellence 

What do you picture in this ex-
hibit? “Influential art that spires 
youth today and reminds them of 
their roots as Asian Americans and 
to succeed in whatever they put 
their heart, soul and mind to. I 
plan to use simple materials to 
create complex images.” 
 
Tran, Sophomore 
Title: Asian Voices 

Why are you passionate about 
ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎΚ άI am aware of the 
gang fights and violence between 
Asian American youth who have 
the same background and instead 
of fighting and criticizing each 
other, I think we can become 
friends, help each other and  
improve the Asian American 
community.” 
 

Meuy, Junior 
Title: A Trail of Tears from a 
Forgotten People: The Iu-Mien 

What is the goal of this exhibit? 
“A very small percentage of the 
public knows about the Iu-Mien. 
This exhibit will educate the public 
about the Iu-Mien ethnic group 
and hopefully, with knowledge of 
their existence, the Iu-Mien will 
receive recognition and a place in 
society.” 

 

Rahell, Sophomore 
Title: Invisible Citizens 

How will the development of this 
exhibit build community? It will 
breakdown stereotypes [of home-
less people] and get Asian Pacific 
Americans involved in helping peo-
ple who they wouldn’t normally 
know.” 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Meuy S. 

Selection from photo essay, “A Trail of Tears from a 

Forgotten People.” YouthCAN Fellows collect 

photos, artifacts and other objects they envision 

being displayed in their proposed exhibit 
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SPRING DATES 
 
May 31 & June 1 (10am) New Museum 
Community Grand Opening 

June 4 YouthCAN Summer Cultural Arts 
Experience Application Deadline 

June 5 (5.30pm) Exhibit Opening:  
Iro Iro. Paintings by the youth of the 
Museum’s TeensWay program 

June 5 (5.30– 8pm) First Thursday FREE 
DAY at the Museum 

June 21 (1 pm) Family Day at the Wing: 
kite making workshop 
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